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SUBJECT: FILARTIGA CASE 
REF: STATE 294990 AND 292996 

1 . PROFESSOR RICHARD WHITE ADVISED US THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
A CODED TELEPHONE MESSAGE FROM DR. FILARTIGA WHICH 
INDICATED THAT FILARTIGA HAD RETURNED TO ASUNCION WITHOUT 
PROBLEMS. FOR THE RECORD, WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY 
CONFIRMATION OF THIS REPORT. 

2. DESK OFFICER GRAHAM MET WITH SENATOR CHURCH’S STAFFER, 

PETER FENN, ON DECEMBER 14 AT FENN'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS 
THE JOELITO FILARTIGA CASE. THE EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF 
THIS CASE, AS CONTAINED IN ASUNCION 713 OF 2/18/77, 

TOGETHER WITH INFORMATION REPORTED BY OFFICIAL-INFORMALS 
UP TO MID-MAY 1977, WAS DRAWN ON IN BRIEFING FENN. 
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3. DURING THE BRIEFING, FENN ASKED SEVERAL SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FILARTIGA ARTICLE WRITTEN BY PROFESSOR 
WHITE AND INSERTED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD TWICE 

IN FEBRUARY 1977 (STATE 34542). HE ASKED IF, IN FACT, 

DR. FILARTIGA HAD BEEN IMPRISONED THREE TIMES BY THE 
GOP. IF SO, WHEN AND FOR WHAT REASONS? REGARDING THE 
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TAPE RECORDING OF THE ALLEGED TORTURE OF JOELITO, FENN 
ASKED WHAT EVIDENCE IS AVAILABLE THAT THE TAPE EXISTS. 
REGARDING THE PRINCIPAL WITNESS, ROSARIO, HAS HER DIS- 
APPEARANCE EVER BEEN SOLVED? FENN WONDERED IF THERE 
WAS ANY INDICATION THAT THE POLICE INSPECTOR, AMERICO 
PENA, OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM PASTOR CORONEL AND 
INTERIOR MINISTER MONTENARO BEFORE BECOMING INVOLVED IN 
THE FILARTIGA INCIDENT, BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT WAS 
AN IMPOSSIBLE QUESTION TO ANSWER. 

4. FENN STATED THAT SENATOR CHURCH WOULD BE MOST 
CAUTIOUS ABOUT WRITING A LETTER OF CONCERN ABOUT THE 
PARAGUAYAN HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION EXCLUSIVELY DEVOTED TO 
THE FILARTIGA CASE. THE LETTER, WHICH FENN WILL DRAFT, 

WILL EXPRESS CONCERN THAT FILARTIGA NOT BE HARASSED FOR 
HIS CAMPAIGN ON BEHALF OF HIS MURDERED SON, AND REQUEST 
THAT THE GOP THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT AND 
PUNISH ANYONE FOUND TO BE GUILTY OF THE OF THE MURDER. 

5. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE FILARTIGA CASE HAS BEEN 
ADOPTED BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, THE RENEWED CONGRES- 
SIONAL INTEREST, AND THE FORTHCOMING JACK ANDERSON 
ARTICLE ON THE CASE, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE EMBASSY 
REVIEW THE CASE WITH THE SOURCES PREVIOUSLY CONSULTED TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER NEW INFORMATION IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

IS IT NOW THE EMBASSY OPINION THAT THIS IS A VALID HUMAN 
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RIGHTS CASE? 

VANCE 
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